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1. Dave Mikelson, Chairman Emeritus, JOCOTAS Technical Working (TWG), 
opened the meeting. He presented the agenda (link to agenda) and provided 
administrative remarks. With in excess of 640 participants, it was the largest 
TWG meeting in the 34 year history of JOCOTAS.  

2. Mr. Frank Kostka, JOCOTAS Executive Secretary, briefed the committee’s 
mission, organizational structure, critical activities and future trends. JOCOTAS 
is focused on creating a family of standard shelters that protect Warfighters from 
a variety of threats; extreme weather, chem/bio warfare agents, detection, and 
indirect fire.  Shelters have to meet a broad array of shipping constraints to be 
transported on aircraft, container ships, trains and military vehicles. Once at the 
destination they must be compatible with organic material handling equipment 
and in many cases capable of being set up by Warfighters without any special 
tools.  Shelters are required to be lightweight, low cube, easily set up and durable. 
Finally shelters need to be economical to acquire and good life cycle values.  
Organizationally the JOCOTAS Chair was transitioned from the Acquisition and 
Technology side of DOD to Logistics and Sustainment under the stewardship of 
the Defense Standardization Program Office.  The move underscores the 
importance of a modern, standard family of logistically supportable hardware to 
meet Warfighter battlefield requirements.  The new JOCOTAS Chairman, (Greg 
Saunders) did brief the roles of JOCOTAS and new Joint Standardization Boards. 
Mr. Saunders is the Director of the Defense Standardization Program Office, 
OSD, Fort Belvoir, VA.   

3. DOD staff provided technical briefings covering all aspects of shelter technology 
and development including barrier materials, energy management and production, 
ballistic and chem./bio protection, new procurement practices and personnel 
changes within the JOCOTAS community.  Clemson University Briefed Tent 
Manufacturing Automation and the University of Tennessee presented Simulated 
Buffer Stock Decision Modeling. There were a total of 21 briefings presented 
during the mornings of 3 and 4 November 2009.  In addition at the 3 November 
09 evening banquet,  Lieutenant Commander (P) Christopher S. Landess of the 
nearby Naval Support Activity – Panama City gave a briefing on its mission.  All 

http://nsrdec.natick.army.mil/jocotas/content.htm#p2


these presentations have been placed on the JOCOTAS Website for easy viewing 
and downloading (link to briefings)  

4. There were 33 indoor displays (link to indoor exhibitor listing) and 36 outdoor 
displays (link to outdoor exhibitor listing) that were open for viewing and 
discussion from 0800 to 1700 hours on 2 and 3 November 2009 and 0800 to 1500 
hours on 4 November 2009. JOCOTAS acknowledges the critical role industry 
plays in supplying military shelters, meeting surge requirements, filling gaps in 
the standard family and transitioning new military technology into the broader 
marketplace. This was evident in many of the industry displays showcasing and 
advancing military shelter development in the areas of inflatable composites, 
energy management and flexible photovoltaics. 

5. One of the objectives of JOCOTAS is to: "Provide a forum for interaction and 
exchange of information between JOCOTAS and Industry." It was felt that this 
objective was surely fulfilled with participation from about every rigid and soft 
wall shelter manufacturer, academia and government organizations involved with 
defining new shelter and shelterized systems user requirements, development and 
acquisition.  

6. We want to express our sincere appreciation to the shelter industry for their great 
indoor and outdoor exhibits as well as the Government shelter folks who briefed 
their programs.  

7. Rigid and Soft Wall Shelters, while not as visible to the public as say a M1 tank, 
do serve to provide vital shelter to our military deployed around the world. 
Shelters are not only used for housing our troops in the field, but serve as shelter 
for our field hospitals, command posts, B-2 Bomber Aircraft Maintenance, etc. 
They are essential to military operations.  
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